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with the training-departments of the universities and university
colleges, L.E.A.S quickly took advantage of this offer, and the first
municipal colleges to be opened were those at Sheffield, Hereford,
Graystoke Place, Avery Hill, and Southampton Row. The last
three were erected by the London County Council. Following these,
the City of Leeds Training-College, the Bingley Training-College
for the West Riding, and the Hull and Swansea Municipal Colleges
were opened. The City of Leeds Training-College is now one of
the largest in the kingdom. By 1938 there were twenty-eight colleges
provided by local authorities, including seven for domestic subjects.
Some of the new colleges were wholly residential; others partly
residential, or similar to the day training-colleges.
These changes have resulted in the widening of the curriculum
of the training-colleges, the raising of standards, and the increased
attention that can now be given to the professional training of the
teacher. There was, at first, a danger that the bulk of the students
in the municipal training-colleges would be drawn from the locality,
but this was avoided by the local authorities themselves, who only
allowed a proportion of their own students to occupy places, and
encouraged those from other districts to apply for entrance. The
Act of 1902 placed the "Model" schools under the control of the
L.E.A.S instead of the training-colleges. In 1909 a regulation of
the Board required every training-college to have a "demonstra-
tion" school for "the purpose of illustrating the most approved and
successful methods of school organisation, discipline, and instruc-
tion." The scheme was not always satisfactory. In some districts
the L.E.A. co-operated with the college and allowed its authorities
considerable power in choosing the staff and planning the curriculum
of the demonstration school. In other districts such co-operation
was lacking and the so-called demonstration school was of little
value for the purpose of training.
One of the most important developments in the training-college
curriculum was the introduction of such studies as hygiene, physical
training, art, handicrafts, gardening, music, and needlework (for
women). In many of these subjects it was difficult to assess the
progress of students by means of a written examination, and colleges
were instructed to group them according to their proficiency. The
inspector could sample the work displayed in different groups and
ensure a uniform standard of grouping. The number of students
reading for degrees in university departments of education increased
rapidly, and training-colleges were encouraged to select their most